
Integrated Pest Management  (IPM) 
 
 IPM is a process for managing, preventing and suppressing pests with minimal impact on human health, 
the environment and non-target organisms.  IPM incorporates all reasonable measures by properly identifying, 
monitoring and controlling pests through the use of cultural, physical, biological and chemical control methods to 
reduce pests to acceptable levels.  Pesticides are only used as a last resort, and if pesticides are needed, the least 
toxic pest-specific alternative is always selected. 
 
 Preventing a pest problem begins with the identification of the pest, determining its source and origin, 
monitoring its presence, and assessing the risk posed by its presence.  All pest populations depend on a suitable 
habitat, including moisture, food, and shelter.  Therefore, IPM’s goal is to create an unfavorable environment for 
pests by removing their food and shelter, and by restricting their access into building structures.  Good 
housekeeping is the cornerstone for this process.  Additional steps include promptly removing trash, trimming 
weeds and grass near structures, sealing and caulking cracks, repairing leaks, etc. IPM does not include any 
automatic or regularly scheduled pesticide applications. 
 
 The Ardsley School District has practiced this approach for over 20 years both in buildings and on our 
athletic fields and grounds.  We have not used a pesticide in our buildings or on our grounds during that time 
frame, nor have we used herbicides or chemical fertilizers.  Our turf management program in completely organic. 
 
 If the need should arrive to use a pesticide you can choose to be notified as per the New York State 
Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law. 
 
 

Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law 
 

The Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law, Section 409-h of the Education Law requires schools to provide a written 
notice to all parents, guardians and staff at the beginning of each school year that includes the following points: 
 

 Pesticide products may be used periodically throughout the school year; 
 

 Schools are required to maintain a list of parents, guardians and staff who wish to receive 48-hour written 
advanced notice of an actual pesticide application; and 

 

 The name of the school representative to contact for further information. 
 
The 48-hour notification explains the following 
 

 The specific date and location of the upcoming pesticide application; 
 

 The pesticide product name and EPA product registration number; and 
 

 The name of the school representative to contact for further information. 
 
If you have any pesticide related questions, please call Joseph Urbanowicz, Director of Facilities and 

Transportation, at 295-5540.  If you would like to register to receive a written notification 48 hours prior to an 
actual application, please write to Mr. Urbanowicz at Ardsley UFSD, 500 Farm Road, Ardsley, NY 10502 or email 
him at jurbanowicz@ardsleyschools.org indicating that you would like to be put on a list.  Please indicate on your 
request the school or schools for which you require notification.  The Ardsley School District has used an IPM 
method for many years long before it was required by New York State Law.  We have successfully conducted our 
IPM approach.  It is rare that we have to use a pesticide.  There were no pesticides used in any of our buildings last 
year. 
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